
 
 
 
 
 

This Proclamation of Appreciation  is presented to 

Howard Austin 

By the Knights of Columbus 

Fr. Joseph Valine  Council #11246  

Christ The King Parish, Cedar City, Utah 

September  8, 2021 

 

It is with gratitude that the members of our Council take this opportunity to thank Howard for his  

his tireless work and contributions to both Christ the King Parish and the Knights of Columbus.   Howard 

has been instrumental in creating and successfully implementing numerous projects, that benefit our 

Parish community and that of Cedar City at large. 

 

Howard recently celebrated his 90th Birthday and we wish him many more. 

 

Howard retired from a 50-year career in Banking.  He and his wife Mary, decided to relocate from their 

home in Whitefish, Montana  to a place with less severe winters.  They purchased a home in Cedar City 

in 2005 and transferred into our council from the Knights of Columbus – Whitefish Council #7630. 

 

Howard’s idea of retirement, at age 75, was to immediately take on numerous charitable commitments 

at Christ the King Parish and in the  Cedar City community.  

 

In our Parish he has taught Confirmation classes, held ESL classes for Hispanic parishioners, served 

multiple terms on the Parish Council, created a newcomer’s booklet  and wrote articles in the Church 

bulletin titled “Meet Our Parishioners”.   

 

He has been involved in all aspects of the Knights programs, from Highway clean-up to fund raisers.  He 

was a co-founder of our Coats for Kids program.  He placed  donation cans, found merchants willing to 

sponsor donation boxes, collected sorted and cleaned coats, arranged to have the coats distributed to 

needy children, and handled our publicity, all of which helped to make our program the most successful 

one in Utah. 

 

During the same time, he served as a member of the Cedar City Chamber of Commerce, joined SCORE 

and acted as a financial consultant to both non-profit and for-profit businesses.  Joining the board of 

directors of the Neil Simon Festival, he helped them to achieve financial stability.   When not otherwise 

busy, he spent countless hours working at the Happy Factory, where volunteers make toys for 

underprivileged children.  This was in addition to many, many years of involvement with Kiwanis and 

Special Olympics.   

 

Howard has been a role model for all who have had the honor of knowing him, and we thank him for his 

commitment to God and his community service.` 


